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Well, Merry Christmas! We hope you all had a Happy 1985 and that 1986 
will be an even better year for all of you. A lot has happened in this 
year- in February of 1985 when we started this Report, we had our 
British QL and were patiently waiting for the release of the QL over 
here. Games software for the machine was practically non-existent, and 
hardware was limited primarily to printer interfaces and one or two 
disk interfaces. 


Now, as 1985 draws to a close, we find ourselves an authorized 
Sinclair dealer selling not only Sinclair computers but TV’s and 
electric vehicles. The price of the QL has dropped from $499 to $299 
as all of you know. New software is coming cut almost weekly and new 
hardware is finally turning the OL into a very powerful small business 
or home computer, able to compete quite easily with the likes of 
Commodore or Atari. 


One of the larger computer trade shows is COMDEX, held every November 
in Las Vegas. We attended this year and saw some interesting QL 
related items. One company was showing a mouse for the Spectrum and 
said the QL version should be ready by February. We met with another 
company who is working ona very nice accounting package . Still 
another is working on ramdisk combinations. So, it was a qood show and 
emphasized to us that companies are wanting to not only support the 
QL, but make their products available to customers here in the 
States. 


We have a lot of new products to review in this issue. We have 
received I.C.E. or Icon Controlled Environment, and are very impressed 
with it. The package consists of a ROM cartridge and microdrive 
cartridge. The ROM holds everything except some multi-tasking 
capabilities and ramdisk options. We will speak more about ramdisks 
later in this issue. When you power up your QL; you get the normal 
logo screen except that near the top there is mention that you have 
the I.C.E. cartridge installed, and which version it is. 


When you hit Fl or F2, drive one kicks in for a few seconds but then 
the screen comes up with I.C.E., as seen in the ads. You "click" the 
arrow with either a joystick or the cursor keys (and hopefully soon a 
mouse) and can set the degree of responsiveness of the arrow to suit 
your own individual taste. The "Custom" option allows you to set the 
clock, name your storage devices,and set up your printer. The 
"System" option shows you how much memory your machine has (128k 
obviously on an unexpanded) and which version of QDOS you are running. 
Icons for microdrive, floppy, and ramdisk let you choose your storage 
medium. A double click will list the directory of the device to the 
screen. If, for example, one of the files is an Abacus (Spreadsheet) 
file, a tiny icon of a real abacus is displayed and the name of the 
file underneath. Easel shows a graph, Archive a filing cabinet, etc. 
Other files are displayed as a file folder, again with the name 
underneath. 


The "View" option lets you view the file to screen or printer. By 


positioning the arrow next to the file you want to view and clicking 


once, you highlight the file and then can move the arrow to the view 
option and click and it will ask you screen or printer. Choosing the 
screen will open a window, the drive will kick in and the file will 
begin appearing in the window. A very nice feature. 


Besides the above options there are also options for formatting your 
storage device(including ramdisk), backing up, information on the 
file, deleting of files, and renaming. With the software included on 
microdrive cartridge, but, alas very dependent on extra memory, one 
can, for example, load both ABACUS and EASEL into memory at the same 
time and switch back and forth between the two. Any program using the 
"Exec" command can be made to do this. 


All in all, I.C.E. is a very professional package for the QL. There 
are other features included which we do not have time to go into in 
this Report, such as the calendar and calculator, which make this one 
of the better programs available now for your machine. Call or write 
us for more information. The price is $79.95. 


We have two new utility packages on order. One is a key re-define 
program which allows you to re-define the keyboard and put as many as 
255 characters on a single key. This has many practical and useful 
applications and we will tell you more about this program when we get 
it in within the next few weeks. The second program is called QCalc 
and lets you use a calculator whenever you need it, even from within 
the four Psion programs. 


For those of you who like Astronomy, we have COSMOS, the latest title 
from Talent. You can view any portion of the night sky you so desire, 
anywhere in the world. All you need to do is know your latitude and 
longitude and the time for your location as expressed in Greenwich 
Mean Time. A nice feature of this program is that you can activate a 
cursor, move it to a star you do not know, and COSMOS will search it 


database and give you information on the object. It also plots 
Halley’s Comet during its approach this year and in early 1986. 


In the hardware department, we have received our 256k RAM plus Disk 
interface combination and it works very well. BUT, it is very 
difficult to install. The British QL’s do not have the hinge on the 
inside of the bus expansion port door and this hinge makes it very 
hard to install hardware. The other problem is that the 64 pin 
connector bus is set in the QL about where the "w,s, and x" keys are. 
Consequently, when you are trying to "mate" your hardware to the OL, 
you cannot see what you are doing. You have to be extremely careful 
and cautious when inserting boards that you do not mis-align the pins 
and bend one or two. Patience is the rule here. The 256k Ram/Disk 
Combo is selling very well in England but will need very special care 
when installing in the States. 


The Combo gives you 344k free when you first power up your QL. We have 
ours attached to a Shugart 460 single drive which holds 720k worth of 
data. There is a toolkit in Eprom with, among other features, a very 
nice WCOPY command that lets you copy either all the files on a medium 
or select whichever ones you want. 


The nicest feature about this board is the ramdisk capabilities. For 
those of you not familiar with ramdisks, a brief explanation is in 


order. A ramdisk is a storage medium, like a microdrive or floppy disk 
drive. As with the latter, you have to format a ramdisk before you use 


it. However, a ramdisk is not a device per se, but is actually a part 
of memory within the computer. If you type, "Format ram1_200," what 


this means is that I am allocating 200 sectors of memory to raml_ for 
storage. I could then copy QUILL from microdrive to raml_ . If I then 
typed, "lrun raml_boot," it would load in a few seconds. 


Perhaps the best way to fully explain the benefits of a ramdisk is to 
show how it pertains to our ongoing case study of our customer 
database with ARCHIVE. As most of you know, we have been steadily 
building our customer database on the QL until at this point in time 
it currently holds over 1050 customers, using approximately 105k. We 
are right up to the maximum amount of storage on microdrive cartridge. 


With our single disk drive, we have been backing up our floppy onto 
cartridge. We were debating getting a second drive because in another 
month we would not be able to copy from the floppy to the cartridge, 
assuming we would have our database file up to 115k or so of data. 


Now, however, with ramdisk capabilities, we have a logical and much 
less expensive solution. 

First, we format our ramdisk for 275 sectors. We then insert our 
customer data disk and copy from flpi_customer_dbf to 
rami_customer_dbf. Our file is now in memory. We then merely take out 


the master disk, insert our backup disk and copy from rami_ to flpl_ 
Because we have 344k free with our Ram/Disk Combo, there is no problem 
in allocating anywhere up to 250k 


With all of our customers in memory, access time to find a particular 
person is very very fast-an average of five seconds at most. We no 
longer have to first use the SELECT command to create a sub-file. 


For those of you who have 1.C.E., you can , with the software that 
comes with it, have ramdisk capabilities on your QL. However, on an 
unexpanded machine, you will have very little workspace available. If, 
however, you add extra memory, even if only an additional 128k, then 
you will have enough room to operate. A lot of you might be using your 
QL for word processing and if this is the case then extra memory and 
I.C.E. because of its ramdisk ability might be a very nice way to go. 


Next month we will review what we hope will be a super system for the 
QL consisting of 512k extra memory and disk interface. We will try and 
show you what the best alternatives are for you depending on what your 
applications are. I.C.E., though, is definitely a nice place to start. 


Beginning in January we are offering the QL Report on a subscription 
basis only. We hope that those of you who have received a few 
complimentary issues between February and now and who have not taken 
out a subscription yet, will send in a check for $15.00 for a one year 
subscription. We are going to an expanded format and will be doing 
interviews with programmers, software companies, and people who are 
using the QL in applications we feel you will be interested in. We 
also hope to have more in depth software, hardware, and book reviews, 
as well as more program listings, and reader letters. We will keep you 
up to date. on new Users Groups-—with addresses and phone numbers and 


contacts. Most of all, we want the QL Report to help you get the most 
out of your QL. 


We have a hint for those of you who are primarily interested in using 
your QL for database applications with ARCHIVE. Order your file right 
from the start by one field only, for example, in ascending order 
using the last name field. Then, use the "locate" command and any file 
in your database should come up within 3-4 seconds. With over 1000 
files in our customer database., ordered buy laet name in sailnkoaketical 
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order, we can find anyone using the "locate" command in that short a. 


time, and that is using microdrives. Make sure, though, that you order 
the file with only a few records in it. When we tried doing it with a 


1000 records, it used an extra 5k just to order everything. So, be 
forewarned. 


We will be using the mailing list program in the User Manual, under 
the Archive section, to keep track of our magazine and QOL Report 
subscriptions. We have modified some of the procedures to suit our 
business, but if some of you are interested in that program for your 
particular need or business, give us a call and we’1ll try to help. 


Next month, we will be interviewing the programmer of CONCEPT 3D, the 


first American QL program. Many of you will know of him if you have 
owned Timex computers. 


We just received KEY DEFINE and it is avery nice program. We also 
just received QDRAW by Psion, their new graphics package. We still 
have plenty of The Sinclair User Annual which contains a lot of 
information on the OL. @SPELL is due in anyday and remember we have 
I.C.E. ain stock. And since it costs over $50, it will go out 2nd Day 
Air via UPS automatically, as do all software orders over that amount. 
We are trying to get back issues of QL User magazine and might have 
some coming this month so let us know if you are interested. We also 
have plenty of microdrive cartridges so tack that on to your book and 
software order to get it over $50 and you will get it in 3 days if we 


have everything in stock. This time of the year it might be wise to 
call first. 


We also have just finished talking with Digital Precision and we 
finally have SUPERCHARGE coming--it should be here by the time you 
receive this. Also coming is their SUPER-FORTH-83 and their ASTROLOGER 
program. The price of SUPERCHARGE is $99.95 and is being used in 
England by the likes of Tony Tebby, the author of QDos, and Colin 


Opie, a prominent QL author. This compiler is fantastic. Call us for 
more info. 


Finally, we would like to thank Sinclair Research for once again 
producing an excellent computer and "getting it to market." We want to 
thank them for letting us be an authorized dealer. Yes, it was late 
getting here, and yes, orders do get confused sometimes, but they are 
trying very hard to please you, their customers. We want to thank Mr. 
Searle, Mary, Liz, and all the others. Let’s hope 1986 has all of us- 
Sinclair, dealers, and customers, working together. After all; 


together we just might make Atari and Commodore realize they don’t 
stand a chance. 


As we said earlier, next month we go to subscription only. For $15 per 
year The QL Report should be the best way for you to keep up on all 
the latest happenings and news connected with the QL. 


Happy Holidays from all of us at Curry Computer. Thank you for your 
support. We’ll be going to the Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas 


early next month and will give you a full report on any QL related 
items that are there. 
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